
SERVICES
Sunday 5th Dec - CHRISTINGLE
10.30am All Age service

with Scout Parade

Graham Phillips

Duty Steward - Dave Best

Sunday 12th December
10.30am Morning Worship

Rev Sue Stilwell

Duty Steward - Robin Burns
2.30pm Nine Lessons & Carols

Duty Steward - Myra Sloper

Sunday 19th December
4.00pm All Age Nativity with Carols

Duty Steward - Helen Jeckells

Friday 24th Dec - CHRISTMAS EVE
11.15pm Holy Communion

Rev Rosemary Fletcher

Duty Steward - Robin Burns

Saturday 25th Dec - CHRISTMAS DAY
10.30am All Age Service

Graham Phillips

Duty Steward - Dave Best

Sunday 2nd January 2022
10.30am Carols and Readings

Local arrangement

Duty Steward - Helen Jeckells

Sunday 9th Jan - COVENANT SERVICE
10.30am Holy Communion 

Rev D Chapman

Duty Steward - Myra Sloper
7.00pm Café Worship

Duty Steward - Dave Best

Sunday 16th Jan - CREATIVE CHURCH
10.30am Service in church with 

Stuart Johnson

plus Crafts in Rainbow Rm

followed by Celebration

Duty Steward - Robin Burns

Sunday 23rd January
10.30am Morning Worship

Rev Sue Stilwell

Duty Steward - Helen Jeckells

Sunday 30th January
10.30am Morning Worship

Rev Rosemary Fletcher

Duty Steward - Myra Sloper
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Dear Friends
We would like to thank you all so much for your kind ‘send off’ on 21 November.
We have been touched by your comments and thanks, and overwhelmed by the 
generosity of your financial gift. We are sure that we will be able to make 
excellent use of your gift in our new home!

We have been privileged to have been part of the St John’s family over the past 
12 years - a family in which Luke and Bethan have developed and grown, and in
whose ministry we have been able to share. Though we may not have been able 
to speak to you all individually to express our thanks, we are deeply grateful and
you will always hold a special place in our hearts.

It seems likely that we will be remaining in Potters Bar, and, although we will be
taking care not to tread on the toes of your new Minister when he arrives, please
do say hello when you see us out and about! Bethan may continue to come to 
St John’s as part of her involvement in the Scouts.

We pray that God will bless you all, and continue to challenge you to develop 
your ministry and mission in exciting new ways.

If you want to contact either of us from 1st December, you can use the following
email addresses: alisonfacey@gmail.com     chrisesdaile@yahoo.co.uk 
With our love Chris and Ali 

December 2021 and January 2022

A farewell lunch was laid on by St John’s
on Sunday 21st November to wish our
minister Rev Ali Facey many blessings
and a renewed spirit as she starts her
ministry at Milton Keynes University 
Hospital with special responsibility for
Willen Hospice. Ali has been minister at 
St Johns for 12 years and we can include
her husband Chris too in our thanks as he
relinquishes the voluntary roles he has
filled whilst worshipping at St John’s. The
Worship Band will miss his distinctive and
often jazz style on the piano and also
sharing the production of SJNews for a
number of years. Bethan will continue 
attending Chancellors School. Luke
meanwhile has already ‘moved on’ to
studying at Leeds Beckett University. Ali
was presented with a generous cheque
plus a souvenir canvas print of the St
John’s stained glass window.       M Rhodes

So Long, Farewell

Ali Facey, Bethan and Chris Esdaile



November Creative Church
Knowing God by looking at Jesus
who is the light for the world.
Elisha heals an army commander 

2 Kings 5: 1-15 Naaman had a nasty
skin condition so his servant tells him to
visit the prophet Elisha. Elisha tells 
Naaman to wash himself in the River
Jordan seven times! Naaman
hesitated but his servant
said he must do as asked. 
So Naaman washed 7 times 
and his skin was healed. 
Naaman says: ‘Now I know
that your God is the true God.’

Jesus heals a blind person - John 9

Jesus meets a man who could not see. 
Some people said he could not see 
because of his Sin? But Jesus said he 
cannot see so you can see God’s power.
Jesus made a mud pie and rubbed it on

the blind man’s face and eyes and told
him to wash in the
pool of Siloam. After

washing the man could
now see. When the man
saw Jesus he said ‘I believe

you are God’s Son’.
David Rhodes

FAMILY NEWS
Many congratulations to Val Evans on
the birth of her first great grand-
daughter, and also to Chris and Lesley

Humphreys on the birth of twin
grandchildren Olivia and Hugo. 
Chris and Lesley’s joy has been mixed
with sadness though as Lesley and her
sister Frances lost their father after he
recently moved to a care home in Old
Welwyn. Our thoughts are with them
at this time. With sadness we also
learnt of the sudden death of Pat

Goodwin. Until recently Pat took a full
and active roll in the life of the church.

She helped set
up the Sunday
lunch club
with Joan
Dyson which
ran for 26
years. Pat 
organised the
flower rota
and together
with her 'team'
provided floral

arrangements on Sunday's, weddings,
funerals and special dates in the
church calendar. Pat's health deterio-
rated of late but she always remained
positive and her faith never faltered.
We will miss her greatly but are thank-
ful for all she gave both to St John’s
and the wider community in Potters
Bar. Now she is with her beloved 
husband Derek. Pat’s thanksgiving
service will be on Wed 15th Dec at
11.30am at St John’s. We thank 
Barbara Wright for the very thought-
ful and kind donation of the bench in
the Courtyard Garden. This is in 
memory of her husband Roger who
died earlier this year. The plaque reads
'He was a lifelong member of the
Methodist Church’. Best wishes to 
Andrea Best as she retires from teach-
ing at the end of this term and moves
on to a new chapter in her life. I'm sure
her days will soon be filled with new
challenges. Helen Barlow 01707 662254

foodtech16@hotmail.co.uk

I am really pleased to be able to offer my support in the

pastoral care of members at St John’s following on from

Ali’s departure. I have been ordained in the Church of 

England since 2011, being made a Deacon in June that

year and then ordained Priest the following year. I served

my Curacy in the Bishops Hatfield Team and then for the

last six years I have been an Associate Team Minister in the

same team. As some of you may know I have worked with

Methodist Homes (MHA) as a Chaplain since 2008 and also

alongside your Circuit colleagues Linda Kinchenton and

Chris Hancock with the De Havilland Project in Hatfield.

Pastoral ministry (including my interest and concern in the area of mental health)

has been central to my role as a Parish Priest and Chaplain in MHA and now I very

much look forward to meeting you over the next months. Rev Sue Stilwell

Sue will be working for St John’s on Wednesday and Thursday afternoons, and will

also be leading our monthly Communion services from February 2022.

The Rev Rosemary Fletcher will continue as Minister at St John’s until our newly 

appointed minister (see panel above) starts his position here in September 2022.

Hello and Welcome

Pat Goodwin

Naaman washed himself seven

times in the River Jordan

New Minister  We are pleased to announce that the Rev David Jebb will be 
our new minister and new Superintendent of the St Albans and Welwyn Circuit from 
September 2022. David is currently Superintendent in Romford and is originally from 
Sri Lanka, but he and his wife have lived in the UK since 1994. They have 2 grown up 
daughters and his wife Jenet is a worship leader. David and his wife recently visited 
St John’s and met with members of the Invitation Committee and Stewards. The 
Invitation Committee unanimously decided to offer an invitation to David which we are
delighted to say he has accepted.  Myra Sloper



This month’s prayers
We pray for the Creative Church, for teamwork and collaboration, guiding the 
children in an entertaining and spiritual way. We pray for our Pastoral leaders and
contacts, that they may be able to reach out to those in need, especially at this time
of year when many have been through mixed experiences. We continue to pray for
the NHS workers, whose frontline work on the pandemic has not diminished, and
their tireless work on behalf of us all.  Helen and Adrian Jeckells

Christmas
Holiday at Home 
After the popular summer Holiday at
Home, St John’s started this season of ad-
vent with a Christmas Holiday at
Home which was enjoyed by 25
participants plus 20 helpers.
After arriving at 10.30am for cof-
fee there was a time of 
reflection led by Graham Phillips
before people had a choice of
some Christmas themed crafts - ad-
vent candle table arrangements or se-
quin baubles, and finished the morning

with a Christmas songs ‘singalong’. Every-
one then sat down for a Christmas dinner

of roast turkey or a squash, chest-
nut and mushroom loaf followed
by sticky toffee pudding. 
Activities resumed in the after-
noon with a Christmas stained

glass window (pictured left) or
more advent candles, then the day

finished with a Carol Service led by
Rev Sue Stilwell. Everyone seemed  to

enjoy the day which ended at 4pm.      MR

As you know, in June 2021 the Methodist Conference passed a
series of resolutions relating to the Methodist Church’s 
understanding of marriage, including resolutions consenting in
principle to the marriage of same sex couples on Methodist
Premises and enabling trustees of Methodist premises to 
register their buildings for that purpose. Each individual Church
Council has to make its own decision, taking into account the
views of other members of the congregation. An Extraordinary
meeting of St John’s Church Council was called to vote on these
issues and 15 of those eligible to vote attended. One person 
decided not to vote as she was going to vote in her own church.
Of the 14 who voted, 13 voted in favour of allowing same-sex
marriages at St John’s and also Blessing of same-sex marriages
performed elsewhere. There was one abstention for these 

resolutions but no votes against. All voted in favour of Rev
Rosemary Fletcher being certified as the authorised person to
be present at same-sex marriages.

These resolutions were therefore all passed and are binding. 
The decision of a Minister to conduct same-sex marriage

services is a completely separate issue. If a Minister of St John’s
did not wish to undertake same-sex marriages, another 
Minister from Hertfordshire would need to be found to perform
the ceremony.

It was noted that the criteria used to determine whether or
not a heterosexual couple should be married in a particular
church, such as residence near the church or links with the
church, would also apply to same-sex couples.

Myra Sloper, Senior Steward

Update on the Extraordinary Church Council Meeting held on 29th Nov 2021

ABOVE

Making the

table displays

BELOW making 

sequin baubles



Minister: Rev Rosemary Fletcher 01727 857826 (rosemary.fletcher@methodist.org.uk)

Senior Steward: Myra Sloper 01707 875846 (seniorsteward@stjohnspb.org.uk)

Treasurer: Rob Ward 01707 645343 (treasurer@stjohnspb.org.uk)

Lettings: Chris and Lesley Humphreys 01707 851320 (bookings@stjohnspb.org.uk)

Articles in ‘St John’s News’ contain personal opinions of contributors and may not reflect the opinions of the Editors, Minister or Members

Copy deadline for our next issue is Sunday 23rd January 2022
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Father Christmas and his sleigh made an early appearance at our 

Scout Group (4th Potters Bar) Christmas Mini Market on Saturday 

13th Nov. Seasonal gifts, tombola, jigsaws, plants, books, toys, 

raffle, cakes, hot food, drinks and children’s activities including a lifesize 

snow globe! all helped lift the spirits of those who came to our first 

community event for 2 years, and helped the group raise £1,225.44 for its funds.

Thank you to all those who came along to support the market.                   Derek Smith

Church Flowers
‘Thank You’ to all who have
generously donated towards
the flowers during 2021. 
The form for donations for 2022 is
now on the notice board in the
vestibule. If you would like to make a
donation please indicate on the form
and pass your donation to Margaret,
Barbara or one of the stewards, near
to your chosen date. Many thanks.

The flower group would warmly
welcome anyone who would be inter-
ested in joining the small team of
arrangers: help and advice is available
if required.

At the moment we are continuing
to decorate with a fresh pedestal
arrangement every alternate Sunday
but would love to be able to put fresh
flowers every week if we had more in
the team. Will you join us? 

Please speak to me for more 
information about joining our team.
Margaret Bland 01707 642086

SJNews from 2022 With the departure of Chris Esdaile, the Communication team want to reduce the workload

involved in producing SJNews each month.  The currently styled SJNews will now be produced bi-monthly in Dec & Jan, 

March, May, July & August and October, and in the intervening months a re-formatted A4 sized SJNews will be produced. 

The Communication team are hoping that anyone who is competent at using Microsoft Word will be happy to volunteer to

take turns producing this SJNews publication. Please get in touch with Chris Humphreys (01707 851320) if this could be you?


