
   

In the story from Acts, the apostles 
are all gathered in one room at the 
time of the Jewish feast of 
Pentecost, which in the Jewish 
calendar traditionally falls 50 days 
after the Passover (or Easter in our 
Christian calendar). What follows is 
a scene filled with scriptural 
symbols. First, there is the sound of a 
mighty wind from heaven filling the 
whole house. The word in Greek for 
‘spirit’ and ‘wind’ is the same, so the 
wind clearly indicates the Spirit of 
God. Then there appeared tongues of 
fire which rested on the head of each 
one present. Again we have a symbol 
of God’s presence. We remember 
Moses speaking to God out of the 
bush which was on fire. We 
remember that, as the Israelites 
wandered through the desert, they 
were accompanied during the night 
by a pillar of fire – God was with 
them. We make a mistake if we try 
and take this all literally. All present 
are then filled with the Spirit. The sign 
of this presence is their ability to 
speak in different languages. 

Immediately, the apostles go 
out and begin to speak to the crowds 
of people. Jerusalem is filled 
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VIRTUAL COFFEE 
As usual, we will join together again 
to share a virtual coffee on Sunday 
morning via ‘Zoom’ on our 
computers.  Further details will be in 
the regular email. You would be very 
welcome!  

WORSHIP  
RESOURCES 
Links to live streaming, online church 
services, worship from home service 
sheets, radio and TV programmes 
plus resources for our Junior Church 
can all be found on our church 
website: https://
www.stjohnspb.org.uk  

For the Spirit of Peace  
that calms our mind 

and stills our life, 
we give you thanks. 

For the Spirit of Love 
that touches hearts  

and reaches out,  
we give you thanks. 
For the Spirit of Joy 

that lifts our soul 
and gives us faith 

we give you thanks. 
For the Spirit of Power, 

that gift of grace 
for this your church,  
we give you thanks. 
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with visitors from all over the 
Mediterranean, from Asia Minor, 
Egypt and North Africa, even Rome, 
to celebrate the feast. These people 
are amazed to hear men, who are 
clearly relatively unlettered people 
from the province of Galilee, 
speaking to them in so many 
languages. We do not know what 
really happened but the point is what 
does it mean?  What the apostles are 
preaching is a message destined for 
the whole world and not just for one 
people. This is the reversal of the 
Tower of Babel.  All are speaking and 
hearing the message with full 
understanding; people are being 
brought together in unity under God. 

Our world  still needs this 
message of unity and a reminder of 
our common humanity. We have seen 
signs of our common humanity as we 
share in the COVID-19 situation 
together. Many have spoken of 
getting to know their neighbours 
better and  having time to think of 
other people and pray and care 
more.  Let us hope and pray that this 
awareness will continue beyond the 
pandemic, and extend beyond our 
own roads to our wider world. 

Rev Rosemary Fletcher 

PENTECOST 
Sunday 31st May 2020

Flowers in 
the St John’s 
garden

Come Holy Spirit, 
Help me to wonder at God's love, 

to wait upon God's word 
and to act with compassion, 

That God's kingdom  
might be on earth 
as it is in heaven. 

Amen 
A prayer from the Good Shepherd Church, 

Edinburgh
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