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On the first Sunday of 
October we will have our 
Harvest Festival when we 
give thanks for the fruits of 
creation and share what we 
have with the homeless.  A 
tradition that has it’s roots in 
the words of Deuteronomy 
26:1-11.   

However, due to COVID-19, this 
year we are asked to give a financial 
contribution to Whitechapel Mission 
rather than bringing food. But even 
though we won’t have food surrounding 
our communion rail as usual, it is still 
important to remember the farmers who 
grow the food we eat. The Arthur Rank 
Centre, which resources, trains and 
advocates for rural Christians, rural 
churches and the communities they 
serve, says farmers have experienced a 
triple threat of challenges this year. 

Firstly, the weather has been 
problematic for many farmers; autumn  
and winter flooding meant some crops 
sown in the autumn were washed away, 
and the planting of spring crops was 
delayed.  This was followed by a very dry 
spring, which led to crops being slower 

to grow, and some farmers 
having to feed their animals as 
there was insufficient grazing 
available. 
Secondly, the shape of new 
agricultural policy and trade 
deals is beginning to emerge as 
Britain renegotiates many of its 

international relationships following its 
exit from the European Union, but 
farmers will suffer from a lack of clarity 
around the details of this for some time 
to come.  

Thirdly, the COVID-19 pandemic 
has created significant challenges for the 
farming community. The process of 
harvesting many of our crops is reliant on 
migrant labour, with people coming to 
the UK for a season, living and working 
on local farms before returning home.  
Much of this travel has been curtailed by 
the restrictions imposed in response to 
COVID-19. 

For all these reasons, the farmers 
need our support.  So perhaps, next time 
you go to the shops you can show your 
appreciation of the UK farming 
community by trying to buy local and 
British produce. 

Rev Alison Facey

Support our farmers!
SERVICES  

Sunday 4th October  
HARVEST FESTIVAL
10.30am  Morning worship  
        led by Rev Ali Facey        
Duty Stewards: Robin Burns 

Sunday 11th October  
10.30am  Morning Worship 
    led by Judith Bell 
Judith introduces herself on page 2. 
Duty steward: Myra Sloper 

Sunday 18th October 
10.30am  Morning Worship 
    led by Rev Ali Facey       
Duty steward:  Dave Best 

Sunday 25th October 
10.30am  Morning Worship with   
    Holy Communion 
    led by Rev Alison Facey 
Duty steward: Helen Jeckells 

You shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground… And you shall 
put in a basket and go to the place that the Lord your God will choose as a 
dwelling for his name.                                                                        Deuteronomy 26:2 

COFFEE 
MEETING 

We invite you to join us for a 
coffee and a chat on Zoom at  

12.00 on Sundays.  Details 
will be in the weekly update 

emails.
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News of the church family
Congratulations to Abigail Best who has recently celebrated her 21st birthday. 

This month we remember in our prayers Reg and Pat Merrill,  Alan Doel, Rosemary, Janet Hamilton, Sandra 
who is now recovering at home and 3 of our ladies who visited Moorfields hospital for cataract surgery all in the 

same week.
We offer condolences to Margaret Rhodes, her mother, brothers Andy and Steve, as well as the wider family, 

after the death of their father, Peter Huntingford, aged 97. 
As the weather deteriorates and covid restrictions tighten again some of our friends and family are finding this a 

stressful, lonely and anxious time. Social distancing in the garden is not so easy. Please try to keep phone calls, 
letters and messages flowing. It really does help!

We thank Rosemary Fletcher for all her hard work with the pastoral care of the St. John's family over recent 
months - for the many letters, cards, phone calls, visits and much more besides.  We are pleased that Ali is now 

taking back the day to day pastoral care of the St John’s family.
If you would like to include any future news, please contact Helen Barlow (Pastoral Secretary) on 01707 662254 

or foodtech16@hotmail.co.uk 

Our preacher on  
11 October: Judith Bell
On 11 October, Judith Bell (photo, below) will be preaching and 
leading our worship at St John’s, as part of her ongoing assessment 
as part of the candidating process for the Methodist ministry.   

Judith writes: 

I live in Hemel Hempstead with my husband (Alex), dog (Molly) and two 
cats (Romeo & Juliette). 

Having grown up in the Methodist Church (my parents met and married 
at Marlborough Road), I took some time away in my teens, before 
returning to the church; being confirmed and received into membership 
in 2009. I became a Worship Leader, before then sensing that the 
particular call God had for my life included preaching. One of the 
privileges of being a Local Preacher is the opportunity to get to see 
Methodism beyond my local church, and to get to know and walk 
alongside congregations for part of their journeys. 

In my "day job" I am a lay worker at 
Wesley's Chapel & Leysian Mission, so 
those of you who have been using the St 
John's worship resource list may find me 
a familiar face. My role there involves 
(amongst other things) pastoral care, 
and children & youth work. In my spare 
time I enjoy sewing, and I am a Brownie 
Leader at a local pack. 

I look forward to meeting you, and 
worshipping together.

Circuit Stewards 
We give thanks for service given to the Circuit by Angela Andrews and Louise Bourton during the last year 
and preceding years. The current team of Circuit Stewards is as follows: Guy Fenner, Stuart Johnson,  Valerie 
Parker,  Peter Barlow, Peter Wallace, and John Scott (Finance). The other Circuit Officers are: 
Roger Wright (Circuit Manses Co-ordinator), Steve Matthews (Circuit Safeguarding Officer), and  
Chris Hancock (Temporary Circuit Administrator). We pray for them: 
  Faithful God, we thank you for all those have offered themselves as Circuit Officers in your Church. Uphold them by  
  your love and enable them by your Spirit, that through their ministry your Church may be strengthened and your   
  name may be glorified; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

mailto:foodtech16@hotmail.co.uk


A large-scale painting of the Last 
Supper depicting Jesus as a black 
man has sparked controversy and 
heated debate in the UK and around 
the world. 

I reckon that's no bad thing. In 
fact, it could be really positive. 

 St Albans Cathedral has installed 
the painting – on show until 31st 
October – to "stand with the Black Lives 
Matter movement to be allies for 
change – building a strong, just and fair 
community where the dignity of every 
human being is honoured and 
celebrated, where black voices are 
heard, and where black lives matter." 

The installation is a striking piece 
of art and it's provoking strong 
reactions – just as good art should do. 

 People are responding with a 
wide range of opinions. Many have 

welcomed the artwork, but others are 
outraged, accusing the Abbey of 
pandering to a 'political correctness' 
agenda. Some have described it as 
seeking to be 'trendy' and riding on the 
bandwagon of a popular movement. 

The Cathedral is a special place 
to me. I was ordained as a priest there, 
have served as a day chaplain at the 
historic building, and I minister at a 
parish church in the city. 

Built on the site of an ancient 
shrine to Saint Alban, Britain's first 
Christian martyr, the Cathedral has 
been welcoming visitors for hundreds 
of years. It stands today as a thriving 
centre of worship, of community and of 
hospitality for thousands of pilgrims 
who visit the Cathedral each year. 

The painting's artist, Lorna May 
Wadsworth, said: "I cast Jamaican-born 
Tafari Hinds as my Jesus to make 
people question the western myth that 
He had fair hair and blue eyes.” 

 "I also knew that, from a 
previous portrait of Tafari, there is 
something in his countenance that 
people find deeply empathetic and 
moving, which is the overriding quality 
I wanted my Christ to embody." 

Harvest donations to the Whitechapel Mission  
Thank you so much for your donations which, this year, can be made by:  
1⃣  Cash 2⃣  Cheque payable to St John’s Methodist Church - in either case, please put your gift in a yellow envelope 
(found at the back of the church) and complete it for Gift Aid to be added if you pay Income Tax. If you use a pen 
please place it in the quarantine box after use. 
3⃣  By on-line transfer to - Account name: St John’s Methodist Church Potters Bar, Sort code: 40-52-40,  
Account number: 00021444, Reference: Whitechapel.    
4⃣  By our new contactless payment reader. 

 Not everyone shares the artist's 
perspective. A Facebook post from the 
Abbey promoting the installation drew 
400 comments within an hour, as 
people from around the world hotly 
argued the case for and against the 
artwork. 

One person responded: "The 
church has not changed the colour of 
Jesus, they have decided to put on 
show a piece of art that happens to 
depict Jesus as black. Let's hope it just 
gives people a chance to question 
things they have always just accepted 
as being right.”  Other comments were 
more critical.  

People may object strongly to 
Lorna May Wadsworth's artwork, or 
they may welcome it. Either way, it 
provokes an important debate about 
the role of race in our society and how 
we have depicted Christ in western 
culture. 

 The Abbey has stirred up a 
storm, but maybe that's the only way 
for ingrained attitudes to be 
challenged, and new perspectives 
formed. 

Peter Crumpler 
  

Black 
history 
month 

October is black history month. Rev Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St 
Albans, is a former communications director for the CofE. Here he offers a personal 
reflection on a new painting in St Albans Cathedral.  His article is used with permission.

James and I were delighted to find 
on our first visit to Zambia, in 
Mindolo United Church of Zambia ,a 
portrayal  of the Last Supper with a  
Zambian Jesus. In so many of our 
British Churches and in the Jesus of 
our  Sunday School lessons of old 
Jesus was depicted as a white blue 
eyed Anglo-Saxon, whereas when he 
walked the earth  he would have had 
brown eyes and olive coloured skin. 
In any event the  Risen Christ 
transcends all such barriers and is 
indeed Christ for All. 

Rev Rosemary Fletcher

People dance at the  
Black Lives Matter protest  
in Washington DC, 6 June 2020  
(photo: Clay Banks via unsplash.com)
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CHURCH GROUPS AND REGULAR ACTIVITIES 
Most of our groups and activities are still not operating as normal.  If you 
are in any doubt, or need to contact those leading our regular groups and 
activities, please go to our website stjohnspb.org.uk to find the contact 
details for the relevant people. 

ST JOHN’S IS OPEN FOR WORSHIP! 
St John's has re-opened for 10.30am Sunday Morning Worship 
services although, of course, there are a number of differences from what 
we are all used to. 

Please read these important details: 

✴Please stay at home if you have any of the symptoms of COVID-19 
(high temperature, new continuous cough, loss of/change to sense of 
smell or taste). 

✴Everyone is welcome but please be aware of the government guidance 
relating to vulnerable people. 

✴Please observe social distancing and be guided by the welcomers & 
signs. 

✴The wearing of a face covering to a place of worship is now mandatory. 

✴Please use the hand sanitizer on entry to the building (only use the 
front door, except stewards). 

✴We will need to record your name for the Test & Trace service but this is 
only kept for the specified time. 

✴Chairs have been spaced out and some are in pairs. You may sit 
together only with someone from your own household or bubble. 

✴Presently there will be no singing during the service, although we will 
be able to listen to some of our musicians and see the words of the 
hymns. 

✴For the time being, there will be no after service chat or refreshments 
although toilets will be available. 

✴Currently there will be no special provision for children although they 
are welcome to accompany their parents to the service. 

✴We are continuing to provide the Circuit Service so that those who are 
unable to join us can still enjoy a service at home. 

✴If you have any notices to be read out, these must be sent to the duty 
steward beforehand. 

These details and many more measures have been put in place by the 
Leadership Team for your safety, having taken into account Government 
guidance, Methodist guidance, our Health & Safety Officer, our 
Safeguarding Officer, our Property Stewards as well as our resident 
doctors. The Leadership Team keep the measures under review. 

Further details can be found here:  
https://www.stjohnspb.org.uk/coronavirus  

St John’s Leadership Team 

St Francis of Assisi
On 4th October, St Francis of Assisi is remembered, 
but all most of us know about him is that he talked 
to the birds, and that he wrote the famous prayer 
on which the popular hymn, ‘Make me a channel of 
your peace’ is based. 

 However, he 
was actually a 
more complex 
character than 
this would 
suggest.  His life 
spanned the 
end of the 
twelfth and 
beginning of 
the thirteenth 
centuries. He 
was born into a 
very wealthy 
family, but after 
what he called 
his ‘conversion’ 
standing before 
a crucifix, he 

renounced all his possessions. For the rest of his life, he 
and his followers longed, prayed and worked for a life 
of simplicity – a lifestyle without luxury or privileges. 
For the Franciscan brothers, this meant no private 
possessions at all. Francis saw that many poor people 
without these things, actually seemed to live happier 
and more fulfilling lives than the ambitious rich. He 
spoke of a simple life not shaped by money or power 
but by love and mutual concern.  

Present-day Franciscans recognise that modern 
poverty is seldom a matter of blissful simplicity. For 
too many it is a matter of poor diet, over-crowded 
rooms, rough sleeping and unemployment. In the 
developing countries of our world, poverty means 
fragile health care systems, lack of education and low 
life expectancy, amongst other things. The call of 
today’s followers of Francis is that those who are 
better-off should ‘live more simply, so that others can 
simply live’. Christians follow a Master who said that he 
came with ‘good news for the poor’. They believe that 
many of us today can be that good news. 

 Adapted from an article by Anne Coombs  
and used with permission
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