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Many of us go 
through times when 
we wonder whether 
prayer is actually 
making any 
difference to our 
own lives or 
situations of great 
suffering in the world.   

I was recently listening to an 
interview with Rowan Williams, the ex-
Archbishop of Canterbury, in which he 
was asked about what he understood to 
be the impact of prayer on our lives and 
our world. He spoke of the times when 
people close to him had been suffering 
or when he had felt completely at a lost 
of how to discover a right way of going 
forward.  He said in those periods what 
had been important was the element of 
just keeping going.  Making sure you eat 
your greens and giving the time of quiet 
to God each day.  Even if you don’t feel 
you are getting anywhere it is important 
to keep that rhythm, regularly leaving 
that space so God has the chance of 
responding to you.  In effect he was 
saying that regularly being still in the 
presence of God is meant to carry us 
through those difficult times. 

He was also asked if prayer makes 
a difference to the events and 
circumstances we find ourselves in.  He 
responded by saying that he believed it 
did.  Firstly prayer changes us.  By 
regularly praying we deepen our trust in Rev Alison Facey

Café Worship  
Sunday 10th October   

at 7.00pm 
An informal service of 

praise, prayer and 
discussion in a relaxed 
setting with coffee and 

cake. 

Perseverance in prayer
SERVICES  
Sunday 3rd October 
HARVEST FESTIVAL
10.30am  Morning worship with   
     Scout Parade  
        led by Rev Ali Facey        
Duty Steward: Myra Sloper 

Sunday 10th October  
10.30am  Morning Worship 
    led by Rev Sonia Hicks,   
    President of  Conference  
    (via video link) 
Duty steward: Robin Burns 

7.00pm    Café Worship  
    led by Rev Roger Taylor 
Duty steward: Dave Best 

Sunday 17th October  
CREATIVE CHURCH
10.30am  Morning Worship 
   led by Graham Phillips      
   with Creative Crafts,   
   followed by Celebration   
   for all in Church 
Duty steward:  Helen Jeckells 

Sunday 24th October 
10.30am  Morning Worship with 
    Holy Communion  
    led by Rev Ali Facey 
Duty steward: Myra Sloper  

Sunday 31st October 
WORLD CHURCH SUNDAY 
10.30am  Morning Worship 
    led by Rev Val Ogden 
Duty steward: Robin Burns

Baptism 
Graham’s grandson, Luca 

Phillips, will be baptised by 
Ali in the morning service 

on  
Sunday 7th November 

We bless you,  
God of Seed and Harvest 
And we bless each other 
That the beauty of this world 
And the love that created it 
Might be expressed though our lives 
And be a blessing to others 
Now and always 
AMEN 

John Birch, www.faithandworship.com   

God and find that over time something 
can shift in us even though we may not 
see it immediately.   

Secondly, although we don’t fully 
understand how God brings about 
anything in the world we can make a 
difference by praying. He gave the 
example of war in Syria and said that of 
course there are practical things we can 
do to help, but God has also invited us to 
enter into a relationship with him and 
trust in him. God encourages us to bring 
our concerns to him instead of thinking 
we have to respond alone. Rowan 
believes that there is something about 
our thinking, praying and loving that 
feeds into God’s own work in making the 
world less painful, less unjust. He said, “I 
don’t know what part my prayer will 
play in bringing an end to conflict or 
famine, but I do know that I am called to 
play some part in that, and if I stopped 
praying or thinking or loving in relation 
to those things I may be denying God a 
chance to use what I can offer in some 
mysterious way.“ He went on to say that 
this does not mean we are responsible 
for responding to every event in the 
world, but if a situation comes to mind 
and we feel impelled to respond, that 
response can be used by God.    

I hope Rowan’s words will 
encourage you to persevere in prayer and 
regularly find time to be still in the 
presence of God.

http://www.faithandworship.com


Rev Hayley Young 
Hayley would like to invite you on 
behalf of the Northern Baptist 
Association to her induction into 
her new role on  
Saturday 2nd October at 3.00pm 
on Zoom: https://us06web.zoom.us/
j/5777623739  
(Meeting ID: 577 762 3739)

News of the  
church family 

Congratulations to Graham Phillips 
(pictured below) on becoming a 
becoming a fully accredited local 

preacher. An enormous amount of 
work and dedication has been 
involved. We look forward to 
hearing many more thought 

provoking services.  

John Sloper has been unwell but 
we are pleased to report he is now 

steadily recovering at home. 

With sadness we learnt of the death 
of Eric Wootten. Eric died in Barnet 
hospital after being unwell for a few 
months. Our thoughts and prayers 
are with Trissie, Heather and Laurie. 

We are sorry to hear Liz Bekooy fell 
and broke her arm at Center Parcs 

during an energetic game of 
badminton and hope she recovers 

quickly. 

We remember in our thoughts and 
prayers Pam Hussein who was 

recently in hospital with a bad back 
and is now recovering at home. 

If you would like to include any 
future news, please contact Helen 

Barlow (Pastoral Secretary) on 
01707 662254 or 

foodtech16@hotmail.co.uk 

As many of you will now know, our 
Minister, Rev Ali Facey, has been 
appointed to the post of Team 
Chaplain at Willen Hospice and 
Milton Keynes University Hospital, 
starting from 1st November. Rev 
Rosemary Fletcher will take on pastoral 
charge of St John’s from then until 
August 2022. Ali will continue to fulfil 
her existing preaching commitments 
until the end of November, and details 
of her final service will be provided in 
due course. 

Meanwhile, Deacon Linda 
Kinchenton, who works in the 
Salisbury Village area of Hatfield, will 
not be seeking an extension to her 
appointment in this Circuit and so a 
new deacon will be sought, and Rev 
Bruce Anderson will curtail his 
appointment in August 2022 on health 
grounds and will return to New 
Zealand. 

Please pray for all members of 
the Circuit Leadership Team, the 
Invitation Committees (who will be 
working on finding new staff for the 
Circuit), and those in leadership 
positions within our churches during 
this time of change. 

Congratulations! 
At the Circuit Service on 12th 
September Sylvia Kapfunde and 
Graham Phillips (pictured right) 
were admitted as Local Preachers 
in the Methodist Church. We also 
celebrated Chris Hancock’s 25 
years as a Local Preacher and the 
70th anniversary of Rev Colin 
Rowe’s Ordination as a Methodist 
presbyter. Whilst still a few years 
behind Colin, Rosemary and Rev 
Nina Johnston also celebrated 30 
years since their ordinations. 

Shenley 
Methodist Church 
On 1st September, Shenley 
Methodist Church became a ‘class’ of 
St John’s. 

The earliest record of an 
independent Methodist society in 
Shenley dates from 1836. For the first 
few years the society gathered in 
private homes for cottage services. 
There were nine members of the 
society, three men and six women, 
among them a gardener, a farm 
worker, a labourer’s wife, four widows, 
and a bricklayer’s wife with a young 
family. In 1839 the Society acquired 
the current land and premises which 
had formerly served as a Pauper’s 
Workhouse. The Church was opened 
in 1840. Shenley Methodist Society 
has therefore faithfully served the 
village (current pop. 5000) for 185 
years.  

The current members, now 
numbering eight, recognise that they 
can no longer manage the property 
and finances, and other legal 
requirements on their own. However, 
they value their fellowship immensely 
and feel called to retain, at least for 
the time being, both services on a 
Sunday held within the building and 
an active presence and witness in the 
village. The building is currently in 
good condition and used not only for 
services, but also for Messy Church in 
partnership with St. Martin’s, and by a 
number of small groups within the 
community. To facilitate the ongoing 
work and mission with the necessary 
logistical support St John’s will now 
take legal charge of the work and 
assets of Shenley Methodist Church, 
at the same time as providing pastoral 
support. Becoming a class is not a 
step back but a way forward where 
mission is ongoing and a means of 
expressing our unity as a Circuit and 
Methodist people.     Rev Andrew Prout     

On Sunday 19th 
September we 
welcomed nearly 
60 people of all 
ages to our Fun 
Day at the 

Morven Guide Centre. We enjoyed a fantastic barbecue prepared by our 
team of Scout cooks (pictured above) led by Dick Waterhouse (far right). 
Many thanks to everyone who came and all those who helped.

Family Fun Day!

Circuit news

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5777623739
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5777623739
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/5777623739
mailto:foodtech16@hotmail.co.uk


President of Conference 
On Sunday 10th October at 10.30am, Rev 
Sonia Hicks, President of the Methodist 
Conference, is leading the service at 
Marlborough Road Methodist Church, which 
will be ‘live-streamed’ to St John’s.  
  

Thinking 
Evening 

COP26: A Global Response
Speaker: Mollie Pugmire

working with the Joint Public Issues Team                  
(Methodist, Baptist, United Reform Church)

Wednesday 13 October 2021,7:30pm
Zoom Room Opens at 7:00pm

ZOOM LINK: 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89085928707?pwd=STVsMHFpWVNlaFZTNjl3MjNybys0UT09 

Meeting ID: 890 8592 8707
Passcode: 045627

One tap mobile
+442034815237,,89085928707#,,,,*045627#  

Dial by your location
        +44 203 481 5237 United Kingdom

Mollie Pugmire works as a campaigns worker for the global 
Methodist campaign, Climate Justice for All (CJ4A), in the run 

up to the United Nation’s Climate Change Conference (COP26). 
This will be held in Glasgow from November 1-12 2021. 
Her team of campaign workers is made of young people 

from Britain, Italy, Zambia, Fiji and Uruguay. Together, 
the CJ4A team are working to inspire people from all over the 

globe to take action and raise awareness before COP this Autumn.

Organised by the Reverend Rosemary Fletcher: 01727 857826
Mollie Pugmire
020 7467 5234 

Scout ‘Mini’ Christmas market 
4th Potters Bar Scouts are planning to hold a Mini 
Christmas Market at St John’s during the morning of 
Saturday 13th November, subject to any over-riding 
national or local conditions.  The word "Mini" is added 
as there has been no opportunity during the last year 
to work up to the usual full Christmas Market agenda.  

Derek Smith 

Circuit study day 
at St John’s  

Understanding Islam:  
the first steps 
Saturday 20th November, 9.30am

Led by: Dr Chris Hewer  
This is a day to help us begin to explore 
what Muslims believe, a journey into 
understanding Islam from its own 
perspective. 
We will cover the following areas: 

Islam before the time of 
Muhammad. 
Standing before God. 
Building a Just Society. 
‘Open House’ – when Chris will 
respond to your questions. 

9.30 am arrivals & refreshments.   
Session 10:00am - 3.30pm  
No charge, donations welcome.  
Please bring your own packed lunch. 

If you would like to come please contact 
Rev Ali Facey 01707 652978; 
alisonfacey@gmail.com  

Chris Hewer (below) is a Christian who 
comes from a background in Christian 

theology, 
education, Islamic 
studies and inter-
faith studies. He 
has worked in the 
field of Muslims in 
Britain and 

Christian-Muslim relations since 1986, 
including 6 years as Adviser on Inter-
Faith Relations to the Bishop of 
Birmingham. His current work is to 

teach study days and residential 
courses, and to develop written and 
electronic resources. 
www.chrishewer.org 

Everyone is welcome: you don’t need 
to have any previous knowledge of 
Islam and there will be plenty of 
opportunities to ask questions during 
the day. 

Previous participants comments: 
“…lucid, erudite and underpinned 
by years of research…”    
“…one of the best lecturers I have 
ever heard: so erudite, thoughtful 
and accessible…” 

mailto:alisonfacey@gmail.com
http://www.chrishewer.org


REGULAR ACTIVITIES   See website for details 

          Mondays 10.00am  ‘Can We Fix It?’ Group (Roger 01707 650438) 
                   10am-11.45am  Jumping Johns Toddlers (Margaret 01707 642086) 
  2.30pm-4.00pm Women’s Guild (Barbara 01707 656483) 
                   8.00pm  Badminton Group (Margaret 01707 642086) 
Tuesdays      10.00am-11.30am  Yoga (Ann 01707 655244) 
Wednesdays 6.30 - 8.00pm Cubs (see www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk) 
Thursdays 7.00 - 8.30pm Scouts (see www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk) 
Fridays  10.30am  Morning Coffee in the Clifton Room 
  6.15 - 7.15pm  Beavers (see www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk) 
Mon-Friday 8.55am - 2.55pm St John’s Nursery Playgroups (07969 924482) 
   
 

 
CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
For more information about our 
regular activities, please use the 
contact information provided, or look 
at the church website (address on 
page 1).  
Bible Study (Wednesday 7.45pm)  
Lesley Humphreys 01707 851320 

Byng Drive House Group 
(2nd & 4th Fridays, 1.30-3.00pm)  
Dawn Fenner 01707 652540  

Junior Johns (for ages 3+) 
Jackie Hart 01707 642417  

Men Out Tonight (MOT)  
Dave Best 01707 643023  

Strafford Gate House Group 
(Wednesday) 
David Carter 01707 658297 

Women Connect  
Dawn Fenner 01707 652540 
Worship Band 
Paul Guppy 07528 858390

Harvest Festival - 3rd October 
A reminder that, for Harvest this year, we will again be 
supporting the Whitechapel Mission, which works with 
the homeless in London. The appeal is  principally for 
money - which provides the greatest flexibility, but for 
those who wish to give provisions the Mission would 
most appreciate tins of baked beans and/or packets of 

biscuits – which can be 
transported to 
Whitechapel.  
Donations can be 
made directly to the 
Church bank account 
in the usual way, 
(please mark for 
Whitechapel) or by 
using a yellow Gift Aid 
envelope at the back 

of the church with any cheques made out to St John’s 
Methodist Church (if you pay income tax please also sign 
the Gift Aid declaration on the yellow envelope).  
If you wish to use the Card Reader please speak to a 
steward.  

The Quiz will once again be run over ZOOM. You can gather your 
team together all in one place or from different locations and be 
joined up by us into your teams after each round of questions. 
There will be 12 rounds of 6 questions which will be delivered on 
screen and read out. More information will follow when you have 
registered your team.  
Email to: quiz@digswellvillagechurch.org.uk with your team 
and church name by 12th October.  
You will be asked to make an online donation for to Christian Aid 
via the JustGiving link we send you. This is a Fun quiz for everyone 
to join together and raise money for a very good cause.  
Phone enquiries: 01438 714780  

Thinking Lunch  
at Marlborough Road Methodist Church, St Albans 
Thursday 7 October at 12.30pm 
Rev Evie Vernon O’Brien:  
“Still I rise” - A Talk for Black History Month 
Evie was born in Montego Bay, Jamaica. She was ordained as a 
deaconess in the Church in the Province of the West Indies in 
1980. She has worked in inner city parishes in Kingston, 
Jamaica, and has worked in development and mission agencies 

on justice issues both in the Caribbean and in the UK. She has also taught theology.  
Please bring your own drinks and sandwiches.
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