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Isaiah 41:10 “Do not be afraid – I
am with you! I am your God – let
nothing terrify you! I will make
you strong and help you; I will
protect you and save you.”

These are comforting words
from the prophet Isaiah. The re-
ality is that there is so much to
be anxious about and to be
afraid of at the moment. We thought we
were on top of the Covid 19 infection rate
and then along comes the Indian variant
which is even more contagious than the
Kent variant. Even though many of us have
been vaccinated we still need to take 
precautions. With so many things to worry
about our mind leaps from problem to
problem to problem, tangling our
thoughts in anxious knots. When we think
like that we leave God out of our world-

view and our minds become
darkened. Though God yearns
to help, God will not violate
our freedom. Instead God
stands silently in the
background of our mind, 
waiting for us to remember
that God is with us.

When we turn from our
problems to God´s presence, our load is
much lighter. Circumstances may not have
changed, but together with God we carry
our burdens. Our compulsion to fix 
everything gives way to deep, satisfying 
connection with God. Together with God
we can handle whatever this day brings.

Based on devotions for 25th May from
Jesus Calling by Sarah Young.

Rev Ali Facey  01707 652978
minister@stjohnspb.org.uk  

SERVICES
Families are welcome to all our 10.30am
services. Children are welcome in church
or they can join our Junior Johns group.

Sunday 6th June
10.30am Morning Worship

led by Rev S Stilwell
Duty Steward - Robin Burns

Sunday 13th June 
10.30am Morning Worship

led by Rev Ali Facey
Duty Steward - Myra Sloper

Sunday 20th June
10.30am Morning Worship

led by Rev Ali Facey
Duty Steward - Helen Jeckells

Sunday 27th June 
10.30am Morning Worship with 

Communion
led by Rev Ali Facey

Duty Steward - Robin Burns

Sunday 4th July 
10.30am Morning Worship

led by Rev Ali Facey
Duty Steward - Dave Best

We regret that currently there is no
CREATIVE CHURCH or Café Worship
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God and us together

Christian Aid Week 
The climate emergency is one of
the greatest injustices we face.
Together we stop this climate crisis.
It’s not too late to donate 

Christian 
Aid exists 
to create a
world where
everyone
can live a
full life, 
free from
poverty. 

10-16 May 2021

Copy deadline for July/August
SJNews is Sunday 27th June

This climate crisis hurts us all. But people living in poverty fight the worst of it every day.
From drought to flooding, climate change robs people of control over their lives.
Extreme weather means people like Rose are struggling to survive without a reliable
source of water. Your gift could help a community build an earth dam, so when the rains
do come, they will have the water they need to live. A reliable source of water will help
families withstand long drought or relentless rainstorms.
Every envelope. Every gift. Every challenge can change lives  www.christianaid.org.uk
Donations can still be made online - through our website and follow the link
OR go direct to: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/StJohnsChristianAidWeek
OR by direct transfer to our bank account: St John’s Methodist Church Potters Bar,
Sort code: 40-52-40, Account number: 00021444, Reference: christianaid



Family Fun Day - Sunday 4th July (provisional)
We are pleased to tell you that we have booked Morven Guide Centre The Causeway, Potters Bar EN6 5HA
again for our Morning Worship at 10.30am followed by BBQ and games afternoon with bouncy castle. Lunch
and hot drinks will be provided and the venue provides both indoor shelter and large enclosed grounds.
Transport is available if required so please do ask one of the stewards.

Articles in ‘St John’s News’ contain personal opinions of contributors and may not reflect the opinions of the Editors, Minister or Members

100 Miles in May for Azalea charity

Thank
you to
everyone
who has 
supported our
work during the
pandemic. The 
second wave of
COVID-19 in India has 
finally peaked, but in
rural areas the number of
daily cases continues to rise.
With limited access to health-
care thousands of families are
battling the virus with no 
medical support, and where
hospital care is available, 
oxygen supplies are incredibly
short. 

That's why we are asking
you, throughout the month of
June, to continue praying for
the safety of our team as they
support those in desperate
need. 

Our ministry partners in
India were recently made
aware of a group of Dalits who
were suffering from leprosy.
Rejected by society and living
as a group alone, they had no
access to food or any hygiene

essen-
tials.

They were
at high risk

of starvation
and if any of 
them caught the

virus, death was 
almost certain. But our

ministry partners were
able to act quickly and

provide the whole group
with food, sanitiser, face masks
and basic medicines. They
were so thankful that someone
would care for them.

We want you to pray for the
safety of our team as they 
distribute Relief Kits to those in
desperate need and for the
most marginalised caste group
- Dalits.

Each Relief kit contains
enough food to sustain a 
family for 4 weeks, medicines
to combat fever and essential
PPE to keep families safe and
healthy. Do watch our short
video about the Relief Work
https://vimeo.com/
543105175
Andy Milligan, National Director

Thirty six faith institutions from
11 countries this week 
announced their divestment
from fossil fuels. It comes from 
institutions in Brazil, Argentina,
India, the Philippines, Uganda,
Italy, Spain, Switzerland, 
Ireland, the UK and the United
States.  

The global divestment 
announcement takes place as
the UK prepares to host the G7
Summit in June and the UN 
climate summit (COP26) in
Glasgow in November.

This announcement comes
from Anglican, Catholic,
Methodist, Presbyterian and

Baptist institutions, among
others. The group includes the
Church in Wales, the Diocese of
Bristol and the Diocese of 
Oxford (the first Church of 
England dioceses to announce
their divestment from fossil
fuels), the Baptist Union of
Great Britain, the Catholic 
Diocese of Hallam and the
General Assembly of Unitarian
and Free Christian Churches.   

You can read the full article,
including a list of all the
included organisations, here:
https://brightnow.org.uk/ne
ws/global-faith-institutions-
divest-g7-cop26/

In memory of their Auntie Carol, who sadly passed
away from Leukemia earlier this year after a very 
short illness, Beth and Nathaniel Fenner have been
participating in the '100 Miles in May' Challenge to
raise money for the charity Azalea where Carol was
working as a volunteer.   

Azalea is a Christian Charity based in Luton which
supports and cares for over 140 women each year, by
helping each of them to take steps towards walking
free from being caught up in sex trafficking.  More 
information about the '100 Miles in May' Challenge
and the work of Azalea can be found on their 
website -  www.azalea.org.uk

If you would like to sponsor either Nat or Beth,
please email Dawn on dawnfenner03@gmail.com
and she can give you more details. 
Left - Nat and Dawn           Right - Beth after one of her early
on a breezy walk                  morning ‘before school’ runs

Please join us in prayer...

Global coalition of faith institutions
divest ahead of G7 and COP26


