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“Very early on Sunday morning the
women went to the tomb… They found
the stone rolled away from the entrance to
the tomb, so they went in; but they did
not find the body.” (Luke 24:1-3)

One of the questions that Jesus’ 
resurrection raises, is what happened to
his corpse and to what extent was the 
resurrection of Jesus physical/bodily. If we
define physical/bodily as of fleshy, 
molecular and cellular form then the risen
Jesus is not in this sense a physical/bodily
reality. The resurrection stories in the New 
Testament make that clear. The risen Jesus
appears in a locked room (John: 20). He
journeys with two of his followers for a
couple of hours and is not recognised, and
when he is recognised, he vanishes 
(Luke: 24). He appears in both Jerusalem
(Luke and John) and Galilee (Matthew and
John). He appears to Paul in or near 
Damascus as a brilliant light (Acts 9).

What we can say with certainty about
the meaning of Easter in the gospels and
the New Testament is that Jesus lives and
Jesus is Lord. Some of Jesus' followers 
experienced him after his death as a figure

of the present, not just of the past. And
they experienced him as a divine reality,
now "one with God" and "at the right hand
of God." So Paul refers to the risen Jesus in
Acts and his letters: Jesus is Lord. So also
in the story of Thomas in John 20. When
Jesus appears to him, Thomas exclaims,
"My Lord and my God!" And in both
Matthew 28 and Luke 24, we are told that
his followers "worshipped" the risen Jesus.

In the words of Marcus Borg:”The 
central meaning of Easter is not about
whether something happened to the
corpse of Jesus. Its central meanings are
that Jesus continues to be known and that
he is Lord. The tomb couldn't hold him.
He's loose in the world. He's still here. He's
still recruiting for the kingdom of God.”

Rev Ali Facey
01707 652978

minister@
stjohnspb.org.uk

Hallelujah, Christ is risen and we see him,
In the faces of the poor,

In the hurting of the sick,
In the anguish of the oppressed.

Hallelujah,  Christ is risen and we see him,
In the weakness of the vulnerable,
In the questions of the doubting,

In the fears of the dying.

Hallelujah, Christ is risen and we see him,
In the celebration of the saints,
In the generosity of the faithful,
In the compassion of the caring.

Hallelujah, Christ is risen and we see him,
He transforms our world with love,

Ignites our stony hearts with compassion,
And transfigures our world with the

Spirit of life.

Hallelujah, Christ is risen, and we see him.
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SERVICES
Sunday 4th April - Easter Day 
10.30am Easter Worship with 

Communion
led by Rev Ali Facey

Duty Steward - Chris Humphreys

Sunday 11th April 
10.30am Morning Worship

led by Emma Haggis
Duty Steward - Dave Best

Sunday 18th April
10.30am Morning Worship

led by Rev Ali Facey
Duty Steward - Myra Sloper

Sunday 25th April 
10.30am Morning Worship

led by Rev Ali Facey
Duty Steward - Helen Jeckells

Sunday 2nd May 
10.30am Morning Worship

led by Graham Phillips
Duty Steward - Robin Burns

We regret that currently there is no
CREATIVE CHURCH or
Café Worship
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Family Fun Day  - Sunday 4th July (provisional)
We are pleased to tell you that we have booked Morven Guide Centre The Causeway, Potters Bar EN6 5HA
again for our Morning Worship at 10.30am followed by BBQ and games afternoon with bouncy castle. Lunch
and hot drinks will be provided and the venue provides both indoor shelter and large enclosed grounds.
Transport is available if required so please do ask one of the stewards.

Articles in ‘St John’s News’ contain personal opinions of contributors and may not reflect the opinions of the Editors, Minister or Members

FAMILY NEWS
We are absolutely delighted that Pat
Goodwin is now home from hospital after
an extended stay and it was lovely she felt
able to join the zoom service the very next
day. Valerie is continuing to recover after
her surgery. We pray for all others known
to us who are still undergoing treatment
and tests. Sadly Iris Ellicott's son Stephen
died earlier this month. Our thoughts are
with Iris, Malcolm and his family at this 
difficult time. Robin's mother died at her
care home in Swaffham on 15th March
after a short illness. We remember Robin,
his sister Sheila and Beth in our prayers.
Many of our church family will remember
Rita Hayes who has died at her home in
Hitchin on 9th March. She was a local
preacher for over 60 years, chair person of
Womens Guild, chair of Fellowship of 
Service and Overseas Mission at St Johns.
She was also a passionate organiser of 
the Christian Aid collections. Rita's funeral
will be held in Stevenage on 6th April at
11.45am. If anyone would like the code to
watch the service online please ask Ali or
myself for the log in details. 
Congratulations to John Wilson who is 
officially retired from 31st March and will
also celebrate his 65th birthday in early
April.                  Helen Barlow 01707 662254

foodtech16@hotmail.co.uk

St John’s Church will be re-opening on Easter Day

The Outreach Team have been busy
again assembling more Craft Packs for
families, this time with an Easter theme.
Approx 80 packs were assembled bbyt
Nico Bekooy and distributed this week to
St John’s families plus the Beavers and
Nursery Playgroup. We have encouraged
families to send in photos of the children
using the packs - below is one of the
playgroup children who could not wait
until Easter before opening his pack!! 

Easter Craft Packs

We are pleased to tell you that we shall be opening for
morning service from Easter Day. We would love you to
join us this Easter on Sunday 4th April at 10.30am if
you feel able to. Please note that...

–   COVID measures will remain in place at this time
     (space, hands, face coverings, no singing).
–   Our Easter Worship will include Communion.
–   Please do not feel obliged to take Communion if you
     don't feel comfortable doing so at this time.

If you are unable to join us...
–   the Circuit Service will be available on our website
     stjohnspb.org.uk PLUS weekly children’s activities.
–   Free phone lines for prayers and news from the
     Methodist Church. Listen to a...
     Prayer: 0808 281 2514 or News: 0808 281 2478
–   and St John’s Zoom chat on Sunday mornings at
     midday with details in our weekly update emails.
–   There will be a circuit service on Maundy Thursday
     and Good Friday which is available online.

Mothering Sunday
Once again a team of volunteers from 
St John’s were able to hand deliver 
colourful primulas for Sunday 14th
March to all members of our church,
as they did last year a week before 
the commencement of lockdown.


