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The heavens are the heavens of
the Lord, but the earth he has
entrusted to his children.
Psalm 115 v 16
The August heatwave and the
recent weird weather (strong
winds and tropical rains) this
summer has been a powerful
reminder that our planet is not
disposable! The evidence that carbon
dioxide is heating the planet is seen in
melting polar ice caps, rising sea levels
and extreme weather. In the church, 
September and early October is 
designated Creationtide, a time to reflect
on God as Creator and Sustainer of all life.
God loves the world (‘cosmos’) so much
(John 3:16), referring to the entire 
universe. Do we share such love for God’s
world, in our care for it?

Despite the environmental crisis, God
has not given up on His world. We live in a
broken world where our present experi-
ence of Covid-19 is marked by suffering:
‘For the creation was subjected to frustra-
tion’ (Romans 8:20). With us, the creation
groans in pain: ‘We know that the whole
creation has been groaning as in the pains
of childbirth right up to the present time.’
(22). However, these are not groans of 
despair, as God promises the hope of a
new heaven and earth for all creation: the
creation itself will be liberated from its
bondage to decay and brought into the
freedom and glory of the children of God.’
(v 21). What does
this say to us? We
cannot simply write
off this world, but
work with God for
its transformation.
We demonstrate the
importance of this
world to God by our
lifestyle, by living
simply and gener-
ously and not 
harming the 
environment by the
wrong use of 

Live simply and generously

* The Circuit Service to mark the new
connexional year will be led by the
Reverend Dr Ken Howcroft. It is not
practical to hold the service in a
Church so it will be a virtual service
on Zoom. Those without online ac-
cess will be able to dial in to listen.
The Zoom link and phone numbers
will be circulated nearer the time.
Deacon Linda Kinchenton is organis-
ing this service, during which we will
say Farewell as a Circuit to Vince and
Joan Gilbert as they move to Leeds,
and celebrate Vince’s 40 years as a
Local Preacher and present his cer-
tificate to him (virtually).

SERVICES

Sunday 6th September 
10.30am Morning Worship

Rev Ali Facey
Duty Steward - Robin Burns

Sunday 13th September 
10.30am Morning Worship

Rev Rosemary Fletcher
Duty Steward - Helen Jeckells
7.30am Circuit Service*
(via Zoom see below for details)

Sunday 20th September 
10.30am Morning Worship

Graham Phillips
Duty Steward - Myra Sloper

Sunday 27th September 
10.30am Morning Worship

Rev Ali Facey
Duty Steward - Dave Best

Sunday 4th October 
10.30am Harvest Festival

Rev Ali Facey
(see Harvest article on page 3)
Duty Steward - Myra Sloper

St John’s is now open for Sunday
Morning Worship services.

Please see back page for full details
of the precautions we are taking 

following Government guidelines.

resources. What practical steps
can we employ?

Our commitment must be
‘to strive to safeguard the 
integrity of creation and 
sustain and renew the life of
the earth’ (Five Marks of 
Mission).

Early in lockdown we
hardly used our cars, people did not fly on
holidays, and the environment started to
recover. We heard bird songs we had not
noticed before. We appreciated the beauty
of creation more as we took our daily
walks. We tended our gardens more and
grew more produce.

Have we now all tended to go back to
a way of life which was harming us and
creation? Was there something profound
in the way we were forced to live for two
months?

‘Live simply so that others may simply
live,’ and ‘You must be the change you
want to see in the world,’ said Mahatma
Gandhi

Climate change impacts on the poor of
the world disproportionately and also
leads to more migration of peoples in
search of a better life. Lockdown was
tough but we did learn some important
lessons. We had no choice then. Now we
are back to living with complicated
choices. Can we make choices that show
our care for God’s creation?
Rev Rosemary Fletcher, Circuit Superintendent

Our Sunday services
since we have reopened
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FAMILY NEWS
As the new Methodist year begins and schools return, we pray for 
all ministers who have moved this summer as well as teachers
and students in our church family as they return to take on new
challenges.
Congratulations to Beth Fenner who will begin her first teaching
appointment at Latymer school and to Natasha Gunning who
having now completed her BSc in Forensic Studies will move
onto a Masters degree in Applied Criminology.
Jessica Waterhouse has completed her degree and moves on to
her fast track to teaching at Cranborne School.
On 5th September Sarah Phillips married Joshua Stares with
only close family able to attend. It was a delightful service and I'm
sure Chris and Graham have a few photos to share. We wish Sarah
and Josh well as they begin their married life together. 
Very sadly Angela Doel died after a long period of ill health. Her
funeral service and thanksgiving service for her life was held in
Bristol on 28th August. We remember Alan and the family in our
prayers.
Brian Hamshere, a much loved helper with our Cub Scouts for

many years has died. Our thoughts are very much with Rita and
his family at this sad and emotional time.
This month we pray particularly for members and friends who
find worshipping at St John's difficult at the moment through ill-
ness or because they are shielding. We miss you and think of you
often. 
Several of our church family are again waiting for test results and
surgery. We think of Janet, Claire and Pat. Sandra Bowler is due
to have long awaited hip surgery this month. Please pray that the
operation goes ahead as planned and that the outcome will be
successful.
Grateful thanks go to Rev John Amankwatia who has supported
us pastorally since March, firstly with visiting and then when no
longer possible with 'phone calls and letter writing. I know John
was able to build up very good relationships with those he was in
contact with during lockdown. His move to Ghana is still
uncertain in these times. We wish him well.

If you would like to include anyone else who needs to be sup-
ported or mentioned please contact
Helen Barlow on 01707 662254 or foodtech16@hotmail.co.uk

A very different Beds & Herts
Bike ‘n Hike - 12th September
The Beds. & Herts. Historic Churches Trust
runs the Bike ‘n Hike on the 2nd Saturday
of September each year to raise money 
both for the Trust and for the participat-
ing churches, with half of the sponsor-
ship money going to each. It is even
more important than ever this year be-
cause churches have been closed for so
long. Churches have lost income from
services and other fundraising events
and buildings deteriorate even when not
in use.

This year things will be different. The
objective is still to visit as many churches
and chapels as you can to obtain spon-
sorship for your efforts, however, because
of the Covid-19 pandemic:
- Assume that churches will not be open
- There will be no-one to welcome you
- There may be no refreshments
- Toilets are unlikely to be available
- There will be no Register of Visitors
- Please sign your own sponsor form
- Stay safe and enjoy the day

For up to date information please go to
www.b-n-h.co.uk

Worship Resources
These can all be found on

our church website
https://www.stjohnspb.org.uk/

worship-resources

Methodist Church Worship 
from Home Service Sheets 
Wesley's Chapel Worship 

Wesley's Chapel Live Streaming 
Premier Christian Radio 

World Vision - Little Pack of Hope 
ACORN - Mission in Lockdown 

Churches Together 
King Charles the Martyr - Webcasts 

St Mary's, The Walk - Videos 
Christ Church, Little Heath - Virtual

Church
Potters Bar Baptist Church - Podcasts
Churches Together St Albans On-line

Streaming
St Peter's, St Albans Services

Churches Together in England - 
Prayers of Hope 

Black Lives Matter (PDF) 

Service Recordings
Following our re-opening we are again recording all the
services. These are stored electronically, so if you would
like to hear the service then these can easily be made
available. Please ask Peter Barlow (01707 662254) or 
Chris Humphreys (01707 851320) or anyone at the
sound desk on Sundays.

Welcome
We will be welcoming Malcolm and Iris Ellicott
to St John’s on Sunday 6th September. They
have been worshipping with us for many
months now and are transferring their 
membership to St John's from Southgate
Methodist Church.



We are approaching this year’s Harvest
service on October 4th.

Whitechapel has done very well in
lockdown. It very quickly realised that
much had to change in order to safe-
guard their operation to the homeless in
London. In order to keep serving break-
fast to the homeless they had to agree
social distancing as far as they could 
between the staff and the guests. Tables
were placed in front of the hatches to
make a 2 metre gap and the service 
converted to take away only. Guests
could then come and collect their 
breakfast – and go (hopefully)!

It’s guests changed. Those who had
been sleeping locally were temporarily
housed under the Government plan 
towards Ilford and Romford, but many
from Central London were then given
hotel accommodation in Tower Hamlets
(but without food) who became our new
customers! This is all now returning to
‘normal’.

On the other side of the counter the
Trustees have had to recognise that any
chance of using volunteers for the 
breakfast service had disappeared due to
social-distancing and to minimise the
possibility of infection. The staff have
worked together in as tight a way as 
possible, started work at 4am, rather than
5am, in order to serve breakfast earlier,
thereby stopping a queue from forming.
Hygiene standards have had to be raised,
ever mindful that one COVID infection on
either side of the counter would stop the
operation for 14 days minimum. All food
has therefore had to be purchased with
any donations having to be held for a
time, but in addition it has also been
impossible to allow any collections of
food and clothing. This has led to extra
costs, and two extra staff members were
employed to provide sufficient help.

Financially, the Mission has kept pace
with the new costs in that Corporate
bodies have continued to give in place of

volunteering, but all church
giving disappeared, as has the
majority of the income from
the campaign on the railways
(which had brought in over
£100,000  in the last year).

Giving from individu-
als via the website
and telephone
has however 
increased so a 
crisis was avoided.

Whitechapel was
the only homeless 
facility open in London for much of the
lockdown, though the second has just 
re-opened. Most others will not open
until 2021 and it is not yet known what is
to happen about the temporary winter
shelters or ‘Crisis at Christmas’. It will
though be very different.

This year it is going to be very difficult
to collect the traditional harvest gifts due
to the COVID situation. The Mission is
therefore asking as many churches who
are able (which is going to be a much
smaller number than usual) to support a
financial collection alone. This will enable
the funds to be spent on buying in food
as it is needed. The provision of showers
and clothing is just restarting, and 
discussions are underway about how
clothes collections can safely be
restarted. In the meantime we are 
holding clothes.

Our Harvest appeal at St John’s this
year is therefore for money alone.
Please bring your donation to
church over the Harvest period –
and use a yellow envelope so we
can reclaim your income tax. The
offering plate will be at the back
of the church as usual. Thank you.

Peter Barlow, Trustee,
Whitechapel Mission

Harvest Festival - Sunday 4th October

Education Sunday - 13th Sept
Bless us, O lord, in our teaching and learning,
Give to enquiring minds, wisdom and 
understanding. Inspire us all with your justice
and peace  and bring us always to delight in
your truth, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen

Church Flowers
We are displaying an artificial flower arrangement in the
pedestal at the front of the church which will remain in
place for the time being. Sadly, therefore, we're unable to
distribute any flowers after the service. Hopefully we will
be able to have lovely fresh flowers again before too long.

Margaret Bland



CHURCH GROUPS and REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Most of our groups and activities are still not operating as normal. If you are in any
doubt, or need to contact those leading our regular groups and activities, please go to
our website stjohnspb.org.uk to find the contact details for the relevant people.
Our Nursery Playgroup did start back on Thursday 3rd September and we are starting
to book the Main Hall out to some of our regular users. Slow and careful progress is
being made.

COFFEE MEETING
By popular demand, we have decided 
to continue our weekly Zoom coffee 
meeting. So we invite you to join us for
a chat at the new later time of 12.00 on
Sundays. Details will be in the weekly
update emails.

St John's has now re-opened for
10.30am Sunday Morning Worship 
services from 26th July although, of
course, there are a number of 
differences from what we are all used
to. We would love to welcome you at
one of our services, but please read
these important details:

1. Please stay at home if you have any of
the symptoms of Covid-19 (high
temperature, new continuous cough, loss
of/change to sense of smell or taste).
2. Everyone is welcome but please be
aware of the government guidance
relating to vulnerable people.
3. Please observe social distancing and
be guided by the welcomers & signs.
4. The wearing of a face covering to a

place of worship is now mandatory.
5. Please use the hand sanitizer on entry
to the building (only use the front door,
except stewards).
6. We will need to record your name for
the Test & Trace service but this is only
kept for the specified time.
7. Chairs have been spaced out and
some are in pairs. You may sit together
only with someone from your own
household or bubble.
8. Presently there will be no singing
during the service, although we will be
able to listen to some of our musicians
and see the words of the hymns.
9. For the time being, there will be no
after service chat or refreshments al-
though toilets will be available.
10. Currently there will be no special

provision for children although they are
welcome to accompany their parents to
the service.
11. We are continuing to provide the
Circuit Service so that those who are
unable to join us can still enjoy a service
at home.
12. If you have any notices to be read
out, these must be sent to the duty 
steward beforehand.

These details and many more measures
have been put in place for your safety. Al-
though things will seem far from normal,
we will be able to adjust and improve our
experience as time goes by and we be-
come used to our new way of worship-
ping.

St John’s Leadership Team

Details about coming to our Sunday services 

Trailer box for sale - all profit to Churches Together in Potters Bar
Size: 2.08m long, 1.08m wide, 0.95m deep. Overall (approx): 3m long, 1.5 wide, 1.5m high. Looks almost as good as new. Similar
size to second-hand tralier on GT Towing site for £1,295. If interested call Roger Taylor (07712-104071) rmt.chrysalis@gmail.com

Minister: Rev Rosemary Fletcher 01727 857826 (rosemary.fletcher@methodist.org.uk)
Senior Steward: Chris Humphreys 01707 851320 (seniorsteward@stjohnspb.org.uk)
Treasurer: Rob Ward (treasurer@stjohnspb.org.uk)
Lettings: Chris and Lesley Humphreys 01707 851320 (bookings@stjohnspb.org.uk)
Nursery Playgroup: Celia Mills 07969 924482

Copy deadline for next issue is Sunday 27th September
Articles in ‘St John’s News’ contain personal opinions of contributors and may not reflect the opinions of the Editors, Minister or Members


