
   
     

Rev Alison Facey

Climate action
The UN Climate talks 
this November in 
Glasgow, also known 
as the Conference of 
Parties or COP26, 
will bring together 
international leaders 
to tackle climate 
change.   

It’s a crucial meeting: countries 
have been invited to present updated 
national plans to cut emissions and to 
agree the rulebook for 
implementing and monitoring 
progress on the 
groundbreaking Paris 
Agreement, signed in 
2015. Scientists have 
told us that we need 
ambitious and 
immediate action to 
meet the 
challenge the 
world faces.  

As 
part of the 
church’s 
mission, 
we need to 
make it 
clear that 
the time to 
act 
decisively on 
this issue is 
right now.   As a 
response, three 
organisations, Hope for the  

Future, Christians for Creation Care and 
Christian Concern for One World have 
come together to create a programme 
called Make COP 26 Count.  David 
Carter and myself are joining the 
monthly sessions, which aim to help 
churches to take manageable and 
appropriate action themselves and to 
build constructive relationships for 
climate action.  

The first session was on 26th 
April when the organisers encouraged 
us, firstly, with lessons learnt from the 
Coronavirus pandemic, that the quick 
response to the virus and the 
production of vaccines give us hope 
that we can fix climate change if we put 
our mind to it. Secondly, they 
encouraged us with the words of St 
Teresa Benedicta of the Cross, who 
wrote:  

Certainly, the most decisive turning 
points in world history are substantially 

co-determined by souls whom no 
history book ever mentions. 

The overall view was that it was 
important to come together in 

response to climate change 
because, on our own we 
may feel like a drop in the 

ocean, but together we 
can do so much 

more.  David and 
I will keep you 

informed 
about 
progress 
through the 
programme. 

Sunday 23rd May 
10.30am  Morning Worship with Holy 
Communion, led by Rev Ali Facey 
Duty steward: Dave Best 

Sunday 30th May 
10.30am  Morning Worship, led by Graham 
Phillips &  Rev Ali Facey 
Duty steward: Helen Jeckells 

Sunday 16th May 
10.30am  Morning Worship, led by 
Friday Bible Study Group 
Duty steward:  Chris Humphreys 

SERVICES  
Sunday 2nd May 
10.30am  Morning Worship, led by Graham Phillips  
Duty steward: Robin Burns    

Sunday 9th May 
10.30am  Morning Worship, led by Rev Ali Facey 
Duty steward: Myra Sloper 
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Discover together with District Chair 
Rev Dr David Chapman, Chair of the Beds Essex and Herts Methodist 
District has kindly agreed to lead a Discover Together session for the 
Circuit on Monday 17th May at 7.30pm on Zoom.  
The title of his talk will be:  
'Faith in Architecture: Worship and Sacred Space'   
If you would like to attend please contact 
roshancock@hatfieldroadmethodist.org who can send you  
the zoom link.

invited to attend to inspire others on 
this path, as part of the Church's 
commitment to environmental  issues 
and climate change. 

Our speaker is Philip Nalpanis 
who is a volunteer speaker for A Rocha 
UK, who run the Eco Church award 
scheme. He's had an interest in 
environmental issues since his mid-
teens, and having done postgraduate 
research in meteorology he has some 
understanding of the physics behind 
climate change. In the last few years 
he's been involved with Sustainable St 
Albans and through this, as well as with 
A Rocha, he's gained a wider 
appreciation of current environmental 
challenges: pollution and loss of 
biodiversity as well as climate change. 
He has also integrated his concern for 
the environment with his Christian faith 
and underpinned it with a biblical basis 
for caring for God's creation.  

Celebrating Diversity:  
Mission together in the global 
village 
Free online conference: Saturday 5 June 

We are made in the image of God, with all our incredible 
diversity. Rather than fragmentation, this gives us the 
opportunity to celebrate and interact with each other to 
create a rich and immense collective body of Christ.  

Speakers include British Methodist theologians: 

❖ Prof Anthony Reddie 

❖ Rev Prof Frances Young 

❖ Rev Dr Inderjit Bhogal 

For more details and to register go to http://
mwm.org.uk/conferences/   

You must register in advance by 29th May.

Eco Church:  
What, Why, How?     

Tuesday 25th May  

Zoom room open from 7.00pm and 
meeting to start at 7.30pm 

If you would like to attend, please email 
Guy Fenner to obtain the Zoom link for 
the meeting:  
guyfenner333@gmail.com     

MWM’s mission is to celebrate diversity and to promote 
partnership between people of widely differing cultures and 
ages from all parts of the world who are rooted in the 
Christian faith. 

MWM organises an annual conference with a different theme 
each year that involves people from around the world who 
support mission based on partnership. Typically attendees 
include past and present mission partners and their families 
from UK or overseas who are currently working or resting (on 
furlough) in Britain, special invitees from overseas and overseas 
students studying in Britain. However, the majority are people 
who support MWM’s aims and who want to be more involved 
with the world church. Those who attend MWM Conferences 
often feel a deepening sense of being part of a worldwide 
fellowship of Christian people. 

The conference has a different focus each year, sometimes a 
particular country or region, and sometimes a topical issue. 

This evening has been arranged to 
encourage churches to start on the Eco 
Church road and for those that have 
already got their Bronze or subsequent 
awards, to help and encourage them 
further on their journey; they are also 

Merciful God,  
we believe that you uphold  

and sustain  
all that you have made,  

while also lovingly giving us  
the freedom  

to live in relationship  
with the rest of creation.  

We ask your forgiveness  
for the ways we have abused that 

freedom,  
through what we have done and 

what we have left undone.  

We bring our lament  
and our longing  

for a renewed earth  
to you now. 

Amen. 

Prayer from Christian Climate Action’s 
prayer for climate grief: https://

prayandfastfortheclimate.org.uk/ 

Activities resuming 
In accordance with government 
guidance and our own assessments, 
we are gradually resuming church 
activities. Junior Church has now 
restarted on a Sunday, and all 
children are welcome!
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We are delighted to announce that Rev 
Hayley Young (pictured, right), who 
many of us will remember, has been 
elected President of the Baptist Union 
2022-23. 

After leaving our Circuit, she went 
on to become the Mission Enabler for the 
South Wales Baptist Association.  

She explained that her Presidential 
theme is ‘Building a Bigger Table’. 

'As a Baptist Movement we have 
the opportunity to bring Jesus to our 
communities by expanding a table: 
providing the kind of hospitality that 
Jesus offers. 

'We have a challenge ahead of us 
about how we can create a bigger table: 
to welcome more people. To spend time 
listening, learning, hearing, knowing and 
respecting everyone. 

'As a Baptist Movement we have a 
challenge ahead of us about how we 
relate to the culture around us and the 
digital world. Everything is changing at a 
fast rate. In the midst of this change, we 
have a generation that are already 

redefining the world in 
which they want to live. 

'I would like to 
encourage our 
churches and missional 
communities to find 
ways of creating 
authentic community 
online; embracing our 
Baptist DNA of radical 
dissent and enabling a 
culture where all 
generations are 
involved and heard.' 

 She added, 'As 
disciples of Jesus, our 
distinctions all reveal 
the unlimited beauty of 
God; who is the source of each of us. I 
believe this rich diversity is the Holy 
Ground where God speaks. It is this 
diversity that means we need to learn 
how to create a bigger table together.' 

Hayley will serve as Vice President 
2021-22, before assuming the presidency 
in 2022-2023.  

Hospital Chaplaincy volunteers  
The Chaplaincy at Watford General Hospital are preparing to run a six-session chaplaincy volunteer taster 
training course. This could give you the opportunity to see if you might be suited to become a local Hospital 
Chaplaincy VOLUNTEER Visitor. The training sessions are also designed to assist in providing holistic spiritual 
care ideas for individuals experiencing various health challenges in the community and the hospital. The 
first session of the taster training course is to commence on 11th May via ZOOM and then successive 
Tuesday evenings from 7.30 – 8.30pm for six weeks. Numbers are limited, so if interested please contact the 
Head of Chaplaincy & Pastoral Care as soon as possible – via email: anthony.curran@nhs.net   

Reflecting on the vote, Hayley 
said, 'It is an honour and privilege to be 
called to serve our wider Baptist family in 
this role. I am really looking forward to 
encouraging us all in Building a Bigger 
Table though hearing, listening and 
knowing God and each other.’ 

Onwards and upwards! 

For the past 20 years, the choir has been presenting an Easter 
musical called Time for Jesus, and previously they have 
performed it at St John's. This year, they are presenting it online 
for the very first time. This is accessible through their new 
YouTube channel. It will hopefully help people experience the 
Easter story in a  new and refreshing way. Their hope is that 
through it more people may turn to Christ and hear the fantastic 
gospel story of salvation.  

Sadly we did not hear of this in time to share it before Easter, but 
it is still worth listening to! Find it at https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCPZqhB-qpH933zwzh4XUfgA 

Life and Mission Choir 
The Life and Mission Choir is an all age Christian choir which 
started life in 1999. It has included members from many Christian 
fellowships over the years - Anglicans, Catholics, Baptists, 
Methodists, United Reformed Church and others. Their mission is 
to sing, worship God and share the Good News.  

They have premiered a number of original and successful home 
grown musicals, written by their musical director Paul Wardrop-
Day. They have also led worship at many churches in North 
London. They rehearse in Friern Barnet and have no auditions to 
join, but are happy to welcome anyone with enthusiasm and a 
need to smile, sing and worship. 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPZqhB-qpH933zwzh4XUfgA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPZqhB-qpH933zwzh4XUfgA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPZqhB-qpH933zwzh4XUfgA
mailto:anthony.curran@nhs.net


Minister: Rev Ali Facey 01707 652978 (minister@stjohnspb.org.uk) - days off Fri & Sat
Senior Steward: Peter Barlow 01707 662254 (seniorsteward@stjohnspb.org.uk)
Treasurer: Rob Ward (treasurer@stjohnspb.org.uk)
Lettings: Chris and Lesley Humphreys 01707 851320 (bookings@stjohnspb.org.uk))
Nursery Playgroup: Celia Mills 07969 924482

Copy deadline for next issue is Xxxxxxxxxxxx
Articles in ‘St John’s News’ contain personal opinions of contributors and may not re!ect the opinions of the Editors, Minister or Members

Copy deadline for next issue is Sunday 23rd May 

Myra Sloper 01707 875846 (seniorsteward@stjohnspb.org.uk)

(bookings@stjohnspb.org.uk)

News of the church family 
Congratulations to Val Evans and Valerie Vessey who both celebrated special birthdays in April. 

Helen and Peter Barlow celebrated their ruby wedding anniversary in April - many congratulations! 

Gill Hutley has had long awaited surgery on her back at Queen's Square, London. We pray for a steady improvement and 
hope she will able to return home soon.  

Brenda Smale has settled well and is enjoying her new home in Suffolk. Brenda will be closer to her children. We are sorry 
to lose her but are pleased she is happy and look forward to receiving updates. 

Very sadly Angela's son Keith has died at home after a long illness. Our thoughts and prayers go to Angela, Liz, Hannah, Tom 
and their wider family at this difficult time.  

Many people at St John's will remember Avril (Dorothea) Pye who has died at the age of 94. Along with her late husband, 
Wally, Avril was for very many years, starting in the 1950s, a faithful and active member of the Church community, which 

their three daughters grew up in. Although Avril was small in stature, she had a big heart, and her faith was enormous. This 
prompted her to do all she could to help people in need, both practically, and through prayer, and included supporting 

many charities and other causes that she fervently believed in. She never hesitated to write a letter to the relevant person or 
body when she felt a point needed to be made! A life well-lived, and an absolute certainty that she is now with the Lord she 

loved so much.  

Chris Hancock’s father, the  Reverend Reg Hancock died on 21st April.  We remember Chris and Ros in our prayers. 

If you would like to include any future news, please contact Helen Barlow (Pastoral Secretary) on 01707 662254 or 
foodtech16@hotmail.co.uk  

Thank you for the ‘thank you’! 
My dear friends of St John’s, I so appreciated the ‘thank you’ expressed to me at the start 
of the service on Sunday 25th April and was especially surprised and pleased at the 
personalised message from the Line of Duty star Nigel Boyle who plays DS Ian Buckles.  

The Church Council have also written to me thanking me for my service as I stand down 
from being a steward. Although the last year in particular as Senior Steward has been a 
challenge, I must emphasise that it really has been a team effort. It is God who is 
guiding us through, and the wonderful love and support of everyone in the St John’s 
family which makes it possible.  

I hope you will all continue to support Myra as much as you have me, although with my 
other St John’s roles I will not be going anywhere soon. Many thanks to you all. 

Chris Humphreys 

The Easter Cross at St John’s 
on Easter Day

Update on St John’s Leadership Team 
At the Annual General Meeting (AGM) of St John’s on 28th March we thanked  
Chris Humphreys for all he has done as Senior Steward, since he is about to stand down 
from that position. From 1st May Myra Sloper will take over as Senior Steward, assisted 
by the other members of the Leadership Team - Helen Jeckells, Robin Burns, Dave Best 
and Rob Ward.   

Also at the AGM David Rhodes and Maggie Day were voted as Church 
Representatives on to Church Council. 

We extend our thanks to all those who hold positions of leadership within our 
church community. 

Rev Ali Facey
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