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SERVICES
Sunday 7th November
10.30am Morning worship with
baptism
led by Rev Ali Facey
Duty Steward: Dave Best
3.00pm Thanksgiving and
Remembrance Service
led by Rev Ali Facey
Duty steward: Myra Sloper
Sunday 14th November
10.30am Morning Worship with
Remembrance Parade
led by Graham Phillips
Duty steward: Myra Sloper
7.00pm Café Worship
led by Chris & Ros Hancock
Duty steward: Robin Burns
Sunday 21st November
CREATIVE CHURCH/
ALI and CHRIS’s LAST SERVICE
10.30am Morning Worship
led by Rev Ali Facey
with Creative Crafts and
baptism, followed by
Celebration for all
Duty steward: Dave Best
Sunday 28th November
10.30am Morning Worship with
Holy Communion led by
Rev Vindra Maraj-Ogden
Duty steward: Helen Jeckells
3.30pm Service of Healing and
Wholeness
(see information in Ali’s
article on right)
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A place of healing
A few years ago, I
joined the Guild of
Health and St
Raphael, which
consists of a wide
group of people who
seek to explore the
links between faith
and health, primarily but not
exclusively from a Christian
perspective.
The Guild states: “We believe when
churches engage in the healing ministry,
they will be fulfilling the command of
Jesus to grow the church. This is because
the healing ministry is not just about a
'healing service', it is about creating an
atmosphere of welcome to God's
suﬀering people and the proclamation
that God heals through sacrament,
pastoral ministry and outreach. For the
church 'healing' is so much more than
'getting better' - healing is about human
flourishing and the belief that whatever
the state of body, mind and spirit all
people are beloved of God and that faith
can make a profound impact in the lives
of all people.”
The Guild is encouraging each
church to become a Healthy Healing
Hub - a place of healing in their
community. Here at St John’s we already
have a pastoral system, which aims to

make sure that everyone in the
congregation has a pastoral contact who
keeps in touch with them, to oﬀer a
listening ear and to pray with them when
they are going through a diﬃcult time or
are ill. If you’re not sure who is your
pastoral contact then please speak to
Helen Barlow or a member of the
Leadership Team.
We also have a prayer chain
which consists of a group of people who
oﬀer prayers for healing, believing that alongside medical care - these can lead
to positive changes in a person’s physical,
emotional, mental and spiritual health,
even if there is no cure. Please contact
Helen Barlow on 662254 or
helenmbarlow@aol.com if you would like
your name given to the prayer chain.
In addition we will be having a
Service of Healing and Wholeness on
Sunday 28th November from
3.30 - 5.00pm. There will be prayers for
healing and the service will be interactive
with responses to the prayers. There will
be provision for the laying on of hands
and anointing with oil if desired, but
these may not be possible under current
Covid restrictions. There will also be a
time for personal reflection and a chance
to chat over coﬀee after the service.
Rev Alison Facey

Dear Lord, you called your disciples to follow in your way:
You are the Way, the Truth and Life.
And so we come, seeking to follow in your footsteps.
Creator of the earth, as we journey, help us to walk lightly,
treasuring the world you have given us, and cherishing each other.
And grant, we pray, that our walk may be part of your plan to care for creation,
seeking climate justice and the coming of your Kingdom
On earth as it is in heaven.
Amen
Rev Alex Huzzey, Curate, St Peter’s Church, St Albans

Photo: NASA on unsplash.com

A prayer for COP 26

Rev Ali Facey

Many thanks to all who supported the
St John's Macmillan Coﬀee Morning back in
September. I am pleased to say the event
raised £511.80p which will increase when
Gift Aid is added. All leftover items from the
stall have been donated to the Cancer
Research shop.
Pat Griﬃth

Our Minister, Rev Ali Facey, started her new job as Team
Chaplain at Willen Hospice and Milton Keynes University
Hospital on 1st November. Rev Rosemary Fletcher
(01727 857826) will take on pastoral charge of St John’s
from then until August 2022. Ali will continue to fulfil her
existing preaching commitments until the end of
November. Her (and Chris’s) last service at St John’s will be
on Sunday 21st November.
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Macmillan Coﬀee Morning

What is COP 26? Do you know?
‘Climate Change’ is now world
news. When I was at school in the
1950’s I discussed the world running
out of oil with my geography teacher.
He understood my point but said the
world would find new oil reserves for
many years. In the 1980’s coal was
marketed as ‘The Fuel of the Future’. Oil
was gone and coal was the answer.
Then before the turn of this century
‘Global Warming’ became a major news
issue. Now it is with us every day.
The COP (Conference of the Parties)
is the ‘United Nations Climate Change
Conference’ and usually meets every
year. The COP Presidency rotates
among the five recognized UN regions
(for details search the web). After the
first COP in 1995 there has been a COP
in most years. Lots of bickering and no
decisions have been the order of the
day, also continued attempts by China
and the USA working together to
disrupt progress.
Some notable COPs were as follows.
At COP 3 in Kyoto in 1997, binding
targets were set for emissions in 37
countries, establishing what would
come to be known as the Kyoto
Protocol. This would eventually come
into force in 2008. Developed countries
were to reduce emissions by five
percent compared with 1990 levels.

COP 26, the
Climate Change
Conference:
Background and
History
The Danish COP 15 in 2009 was
received with great hope, at its core the
goal of reaching “the conclusion of a
legally binding climate agreement,
valid for the whole world”. This was to
be implemented in 2012. In real terms,
this meant a reduction of carbon
emissions by 50% by 2050 in
comparison to 1990 levels. China and
the USA jointly sabotaged any
agreement. The summit was
recognised as a failure by
environmental organisations and
governments alike.
At COP20, held in Lima (Peru) in
2014, the most significant
announcement came from the United
States and China who, for the first time
ever, committed to reduce emissions.
The agreement reached set the path to
2015’s COP21 where the Paris
Agreement was signed. This was an
ambitious global convention which
seemed finally to take climate change
seriously. Adopted by 197 countries
and oﬃcially launched on Earth Day
(April 22) 2016, its principal goal is to
“to limit the rise in global temperature
to less than 2 degrees above preindustrial levels” and to achieve a
climate neutral world by mid-century.
Donald Trump’s USA withdrew from
the Paris Agreement and progress
slowed. Now the USA is back

supporting the Paris Agreement. The
world has a future.
COP26, in Glasgow in November
2021 is set to be the biggest climate
conference yet. It is the largest
gathering of World Leaders ever to be
hosted by the UK (“a great multitude
that no one could count, from every
nation, from all tribes and peoples and
languages…”: Revelations 7:9). It will be
a challenging event, with all nations
present and many diﬀerent languages.
Communications technology and
translation of languages are key issues.
There is vast potential for
misunderstanding.
The goals are:
Secure global net zero
emissions by 2050 and keep 1.5
degrees temperature increase
within reach
Adapt to protect communities
and natural habitats
Mobilise finance to support
poorer nations in meeting their
targets.
Work together as one world to
deliver a future
So watch this space. Recent freak
weather events have underlined the
gravity of the situation. Let us see if our
nation can show leadership and work
to a good outcome.
David Carter

Churches Together prayers

Scout ‘Mini’ Christmas market

Join us at 8.30am on Saturday 6th November
at St Mary and All Saints, The Walk, Potters Bar
EN6 1QQ as we pray for the Churches and
Community of Potters Bar. The meeting will last
about 45 minutes. These prayers are held
monthly, and all are welcome to attend.

Father Christmas... and his sleigh will be making an
early appearance on Saturday 13th November from
10.30am - 1.00pm at St John’s. There will also be
Seasonal Stalls, Plants, Raﬄe, children's activity, hot
food, drinks.
Everyone Welcome!

Circuit study day
at St John’s

Understanding Islam:
the first steps
Saturday 20th November, 9.30am

Led by: Dr Chris Hewer
This is a day to help us begin to explore
what Muslims believe, a journey into
understanding Islam from its own
perspective.
We will cover the following areas:
Islam before the time of
Muhammad.
Standing before God.
Building a Just Society.
‘Open House’ – when Chris will
respond to your questions.
9.30 am arrivals & refreshments.
Session 10:00am - 3.30pm
No charge, donations welcome.
Please bring your own packed lunch.

If you would like to come please contact
Rev Ali Facey 01707 652978;
alisonfacey@gmail.com
Chris Hewer (below) is a Christian who
comes from a background in Christian
theology,
education, Islamic
studies and interfaith studies. He
has worked in the
field of Muslims in
Britain and
Christian-Muslim relations since 1986,
including 6 years as Adviser on InterFaith Relations to the Bishop of
Birmingham. His current work is to

teach study days and residential
courses, and to develop written and
electronic resources.
www.chrishewer.org
Everyone is welcome: you don’t need
to have any previous knowledge of
Islam and there will be plenty of
opportunities to ask questions during
the day.
Previous participants comments:
“…lucid, erudite and underpinned
by years of research…”
“…one of the best lecturers I have
ever heard: so erudite, thoughtful
and accessible…”

Nursery Playgroup
harvest celebration!
Our Nursery Playgroup held their
Harvest Celebration service in church
last month and invited the parents
along too. These occasions are a lovely
opportunity for the parents to see and
hear all the children together. During
the service the children and parents
listened to the dramatised talk about
the sun and rain helping the farmer
grow his fruit and vegetables, and
thanking God for the harvest. The
children sang their harvest song as well
as some of their favourite songs at the
end.
The playgroup families were extremely
generous with their donations of
tinned food and biscuits as well as
money to our St John's harvest charity,
Whitechapel City Mission. Some
parents then sent these lovely
messages afterwards...

'A huge thank you and well done to all of
the wonderful staﬀ at St John's for a fab
Harvest Festival celebration this morning.
I thoroughly enjoyed watching the
children sing their songs, along with all
the actions. I know how much work it
takes to get children to stand together let
alone sing together. You're all miracle
workers. We're already looking forward to
the nativity. Thanks again.'
'It was so wonderful to watch the harvest
service, thank you so much for all the hard
work, to all the staﬀ and everyone who
took part.'
'Was really wonderful, thank you for all of
your hard work and well done to all of the
children!'
'All our love and thank you all ever so much
for today's wonderful harvest day and for
all the hard work. I salute you all…'
Margaret Rhodes

Photos of the
church
harvest
decorations
by Don Hart.
The one
above won a
recent local
photo
competition well done,
Don!
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Local MP visits St John’s
On Friday 24th September we were
pleased to welcome our local MP for
Hertsmere, Oliver Dowden, to St John’s.
Mr Dowden had agreed to visit us for a
question and answer session about
climate change and environmental
issues organised by our Outreach
Committee and David Carter.
The meeting had been widely
advertised and promoted within our
Church and locally, and was attended
by over 70 people, many of whom were
not from St John’s. It was good to see
students from our local secondary
schools and the community in our
Church.
Mr Dowden answered
previously submitted questions about

a range of environmental issues and
then happily agreed to open up the
discussion to questions ‘from the floor’.
He showed a very high level of
understanding and knowledge of
environmental issues even though the
topic was not part of his recent
ministerial responsibilities. He was
happy to listen to the suggestions from
the audience and was prepared to give
them some attention.
The session was a very useful
and courteous interaction between a
member of the Government and local
voters, including future voters, and
politely reinforced deep grassroots
concern about climate change.
Robert Ward

Church Family News

World church

Sarah and Joshua Stares’ son Luca
(Graham and Christine’s grandson)
will be baptised by Ali in the
morning service on Sunday 7th
November. Welcome to Luca!

On 31st October, Rev Dr Val Ogden
led our World Church Service on the
theme of “Pacific Moana & the
Mission of God”. It was an uplifting
and inspiring service as she shared
with us a little of how people in the
Pacific Islands think about God and
His world, with COP26 due to start
the following day. A group of people
from the Pacific Conference of
Churches were attending COP26 in
Glasgow and after the service we
gathered together to send them a
message of solidarity via a Facebook
video!
Robin Burns

Congratulations to Charlotte (née
Crichton) and Tim Rayers on the
birth of their daughter.
We pray for Pam Hussein (now at
home recovering), and Pam Taylor
(in Barnet Hospital after a fall).
Please send future news to Helen
Barlow (Pastoral Secretary) on 01707
662254 or foodtech16@hotmail.co.uk

REGULAR ACTIVITIES
Mondays

Tuesdays
Wednesdays
Thursdays
Fridays
Mon-Friday

See website for details

10.00am ‘Can We Fix It?’ Group (Roger 01707 650438)
10am-11.45am Jumping Johns Toddlers (Margaret 01707 642086)
2.30pm-4.00pm Women’s Guild (Barbara 01707 656483)
8.00pm Badminton Group (Margaret 01707 642086)
10.00am-11.30am Yoga (Ann 01707 655244)
6.30 - 8.00pm Cubs (see www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk)
7.00 - 8.30pm Scouts (see www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk)
10.30am Morning Coﬀee in the Clifton Room
6.15 - 7.15pm Beavers (see www.4thpottersbar.scoutsonline.co.uk)
8.55am - 2.55pm St John’s Nursery Playgroups (07969 924482)

Oliver Dowden included the following on his
Facebook page, showing him and David Carter
during the meeting:

He also included an article about his visit to St
John’s on his website:
https://www.oliverdowden.com/news/oliverleads-climate-change-discussion-potters-bar

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
For more information about our
regular activities, please use the
contact information provided, or look
at the church website (address on
page 1).
Bible Study
(Wednesday 7.45pm)
Lesley Humphreys 01707 851320
Byng Drive House Group
(2nd & 4th Fridays, 1.30-3.00pm)
Dawn Fenner 01707 652540
Junior Johns (for ages 3+)
Jackie Hart 01707 642417
Men Out Tonight (MOT)
Dave Best 01707 643023
Straﬀord Gate House Group

(Wednesday)
David Carter 01707 658297
Women Connect
Dawn Fenner 01707 652540
Worship Band
Paul Guppy 07528 858390

